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Monday, August 21 , 2000 
Convocation Set for Friday 
Grand Va lley wi ll kick off the fa ll 
semester with a convocation ceremony 
on Friday, August 25, at 10:30 a. m. in 
the Louis Armstrong Theatre. Jon 
Jellema, state representative of the 
89th District and a former GVSU 
fac ulty member, will deliver the 
convoca tion address, titled "This 
Sporting Life." 
President Arend D. Lubbers, 
Academic Senate Chair Patrick 
Thorpe, and Student Senate President 
Across Campus 
Newest Engineers 
Complete Studies 
Forty Grand Valley Engineering 
students made the transition from 
student to professional as they took 
part in an "Iron Ring" ceremony on 
August 11 at the Eberhard Cente r. 
The ceremony is a 
commencement ritual fo r 
Engineering students, 
w ho complete a 
mandatory co-ope rative 
Ben Witt wi ll speak on the upcoming 
school year. 
David Tanis, associate professor of 
Chemistry, w ill be awa rded the Out-
standing Teache r Awa rd. The Distin-
guished Contribution in a Discipline 
Award wi ll go to Frances McCrea , 
professor of Anthropology and Sociolo-
gy. Lubbers wi ll introduce student 
scholars, who have rece ived Presiden-
tia l, faculty and other prestigious GVSU 
scholarships. 
program in a local business, which 
lasts into the summer. 
"Each student receives an iron 
ring, placed on the little finger of 
the working hand, " said Jeff Ray, 
assistant p rofessor of Engineering . 
The practice started in Canada and 
is becoming more well known in 
the United States . 
During the ceremony, graduates 
sign an "Obligation of an Engi-
nee r" statement, pledging to 
continued on page 3 
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Three faculty members will be 
recognized for 25 years of academic 
service to Grand Valley. They include : 
Gregg K. Dimkoff, professor of Finance 
and Management; Roger B. Ellis, 
professor of Communications; and 
Myron D. Mast, professor of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration. 
Grand Va lley wi ll present Pew 
Teaching Excellence Awards for the first 
time to honor an outstanding teache r in 
each division and independent school. 
They include: K. Laurel Balkema, Library; 
Emily Droste-Bielak, Kirkhof School of 
Nursing; Lawrence Burns, Socia l Sciences 
Division; Helene Noordyk, School of 
Socia l Work; Stephanie Schaertel, Science 
and Mathematics Division; Parvez 
Sopa riwa la, Seidman School of Business; 
Al lan Ten Eyck, School of Educa tion; 
and Phyllis Vandenberg, Arts and 
Humanities Division . 
The Pew Scholar Teacher Awards, 
given to suppo rt teaching innova tion 
and renewal on a broad and imaginative 
scale , will also be awarded. The recipi-
ents include : Na ncy Harper, Donald 
Williams, Patricia Schafe r, Barbara 
Hooper, Shail y Meno n, Maureen Ryan, 
Xiaojuan Xu, and Richard Paschke . 
The GVSU Forum is 
pub lished by the Office o f 
University Communications 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweekl y during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Ka thleen 
Ada ms, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu. edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. 
Facu lty and staff members 
ca n fi nd an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/ online/ forum/ 
form .html/ 
V isit GVNow, Grand Va lley's 
daily online publication , on the 
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Coming Events 
Teaching Conference Focuses 
On Student Learning 
The Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center (FTLC) will host its sixth annua l Fall 
Teaching Confe rence for faculty on Wednes-
day , August 23, in Loutit Lecture Ha ll 102 
from 8:30 a .m. to 1 p.m. 
Dr. Carol Schne ide r, president of the 
American Association of Colleges and 
Universities (AACU), will give a presentatio n 
on the challenge of connecting student 
Carol Schneider 
lea rning and 
natio nal tre nds in 
general education. 
The AACU is a 
leading national 
organiza tion 
devoted to adva nc-
ing and strengthen-
ing unde rgraduate 
lib ral educa tion. 
The conference 
theme , "A New 
Foundatio n: 
Implementing GVSU's General Education 
Program," was chosen to launch GVSU's 
new General Educatio n program. 
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Schneider has led nationa l initiati ves and 
published extensively on such issues as 
general education reform, revitalizing 
college majors, educating no n-traditio nal 
learne rs, connecting libe ral and profess io nal 
education , and making institutions more 
inclusive . 
Fo ll owing Schne ide r's address, the re will 
be two breakout sess io ns led by GVSU 
fa culty and sta ff. During the sessions, 
Schne ide r will be ava ilable to meet with 
participants . 
"We are attempting to bring more 
cohe rence to the unde rgraduate student 
experience," sa id Ca the rine Frerichs, directo r 
of the Pew Facul ty Teaching and Lea rning 
Cente r. "The re is a rea l va lue to putting 
what we' re do ing into a natio nal context. It 
w ill g ive us a broad pe rspecti ve o n the 
topic and is appropriate as we start our new 
General Educatio n program." 
continued on page 3 
Mark Your Calendar 
Upcoming events involving the dedication of the Richard M. DeVos Center and 
Secchia Ha ll on Grand Valley's Pew Campus in downtown Grand Rapids incl ude: 
Thursday, August 24, 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 29, 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, September 8 , 10 a.m . 
Friday, September 8 , 2-4 p .m . 
President's picnic for faculty and staff 
Secchia Hall dedication 
DeVos Center dedication 
DeVos Center public open house 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
practice integrity, fairness, and honesty 
in their profession. 
Students' senior projects were 
recently on display in the Eberhard 
Center. The projects were designed to 
address problems and needs of the 
companies where students were 
assigned for their co-op programs. 
Projects included a mobile testing 
cart for loudspeakers for Rockford 
Acoustic Design , a system for testing 
catalytic converters for Benteler Auto-
motive, and a system for testing rotors 
for BF Goodrich Avionics Systems, Inc. 
Ray said that the impo1tance of the 
course is that it gives interdisciplinaty 
teams of students a culminating engineer-
ing design experience, and allows the 
teams to experience various aspects of 
leadership and management, which 
companies demand of their engineers. 
GVSU to Offer 
Conversational Italian 
Classes 
The Department of Modern Lan-
guages and Literatures will offer a 12-
week program in self-instructional Italian 
and is seeking self-motivated individuals 
interested in participating. The courses 
will be offered free to students, faculty 
and staff members. Participants must 
purchase the textbooks. 
The 12-week program, w hich is 
planned to begin in the fall, is designed 
for individuals who are interested in 
developing conversational ability for 
professional reasons or travel abroad. 
Coming Events 
continued.from page 2 
Reception to Showcase 
Women and Gender 
Studies Program 
The Women and Gender Studies 
program invites students, faculty and 
staff to a reception on Wednesday, 
August 23, from 3-5 p .m. in the Au 
Sable Atrium. 
Students will meet twice a week with a 
native speaker to practice pronunciation 
and comprehension. Class size will be 
limited to 10 students in order to 
provide ample opportunity for verbal 
practice. 
Those interested in the program 
should contact Diane Wright, x3670, or 
Mayuko Nakamura , x2513, for more 
information . 
Garden Named 
For Nancy Lubbers 
A garden at the Richard M. DeVos 
Center was dedicated to Nancy Lubbers , 
wife of GVSU President Arend D. 
Lubbers, on August 14. The naming of 
the garden, located next to the Meijer 
Regency Dining Room, was a surprise 
to Mrs . Lubbers. 
Faculty Receive Training 
In New Business Software 
Nearly 50 Seidman faculty members 
and members of the business communi-
ty attended a Seidman School of 
Business workshop recently to learn 
about a new popular 5oftware program. 
"We particularly want current and 
future minors to have a chance to meet 
each other and the WGS faculty," says 
Linda Chown, WGS program coordina-
tor. "The program is growing, and we 
have new courses, new fac ulty, and 
new ideas . It will be a time to learn 
more about what we have to offer and 
what we are planning to do in the yea r 
ahead." 
Professors from the University of 
California-Chico conducted the work-
shop featuring the software, Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP), which allows 
companies to automate and integrate 
business activities . 
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The Business faculty will begin 
passing their knowledge on to students 
in the fall and it is hoped that other 
departments may begin introducing ERP 
into the curriculum next year. 
Faculty and 
Staff Sketches 
Douglas K. Chung, professor of Socia l 
Work, conducted a pre-conference 
retreat, titled "Wisdom Meditative 
Qigong: Mind, Body, Spirit Integration 
for Holistic Practice in Socia l Work," at 
the 10th annual conference of the 
Society for Spirit and Social Work at 
Kansas University. The retreat intro-
duced meditative qigong as energy 
management for behavioral transforma-
tion that focuses how the mind can 
influence the body, the body can 
condition the mind and connect the 
spirit through various techniques of 
energy dynamic application . 
Xiaojuan (Xandra) Xu, associate 
professor of Psychology, is the senior 
author of the article, "Effects of Tobacco 
Smoking on Topographic EEG and 
Stroop Test in Smoking Deprived 
Smokers." The article appeared in the 
journal Progress in Neuro-Psychophar-
macology & Biological Psychiatiy. The 
research was supported in part by a 
GVSU grant-in-aid. Xu is also the sen ior 
author of an abstract, titled "EEG 
Activity Correlates with Symptoms of 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS. All activities on the Allendale 
Campus unless otherwise noted . 
Tues. ,Aug. 22 
5:30 p.m.: University Club vs . The Meadows Staff Annual 
Softball Challenge. Softball field behind the Fieldhouse. 
Contact Dave Veneklase at x2215. 
Wed.,Aug 23 
8:30 a. m.-1 p .m .: Pew Faculty Teaching and Lea rning Center 
sixth annual Fa ll Teaching Conference, Loutit Lecture Hall 
102, PAD. 
3-5 p .m.: Women and Gender Studies Reception , Au Sable 
Atrium. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued_{i-om page 3 
Motion Sickness Induced by Viewing an Optokinetic 
Rotating Drum," published in the Journal of Psychophysiolo-
gy. The full paper of the resea rch was presented at the 
fourth European Confe rence of the Federation of Psy-
chophysio logy Societies in Amste rdam, The Nethe rlands. 
Christine A. Rydel, professor of Russian, was awarded the 
edito rial prize by Bruccoli Clark Layman , Inc. fo r the most 
d istinguished volu me of the Dictionaiy of Literary Biogra-
pby, published in 1999. The awa rd recognized her work as 
ed itor of Dictionaiy qf Litera1y Biography 205: Russian 
Literature in tbe Age qf Pu.sbkin and Gogol- Poet1y and 
Drama. 
Linda Masselink, assistant directo r of the Steelcase 
Library, was a member of the 2000 class of Leadership 
Grand Rapids. The nine-month program, sponsored by the 
Greater Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, helps 
participants enhance the ir community leadership abilities 
through the study of numerous organizations and systems in 
the area . 
Mark Schaub, assistant professor of English, is the author 
of an article, titled "A Sociolinguistic Analysis of English in 
the Arab Republic of Egypt," which was published in the 
Jul y 2000 issue of World Englishes. Schaub a lso wrote a 
review of the book, Expanding Literacies, by Ma ry Sue 
Garay and Stephe n Bernhardt, for the September issue of 
Business Communication Quarterly. 
Gayla Jewell, assistant professor of Nursing, has been 
appointed a member of the boa rd of the Planned Parent-
hood Centers of West Michigan. 
Mary de Young, professor of Sociology, presented a paper, 
titled "Folk Devils and Ritual Abuse Moral Panics in Three 
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Thurs. ,Aug. 24 
5:30 p.m.: Reception and picnic for fac ulty and staff, DeVos 
Cente r, Pew Grand Rapids Camp us. 
Fri. ,Aug. 25 
10:30 a .m.: Fall Convocation, Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to 
change. 
Fri. ,Aug. 25-Sat.,Aug. 26 
TBA: Volleyball at Grand Canyon University Invitational, 
Phoenix, AZ. 
Sun. ,Aug. 27 
12:30 p .m.: Women's Soccer at University of Indianapolis. 
Ind ianapolis, I . 
Countries: Stigma Contests and the Uses of Power," to the 
British Society of Criminology in Le icester, England. 
Richard Joanisse, assoc iate professor of Socio logy, co-
authored a chapte r, titled "Challenges for Society: Race and 
the American Experience," in the text Socjologia Iwyzwania 
Spoleczne, published in Krakow, Poland . His co-author is 
Professor Emerita Jacq uie Johnson, vice president fo r 
Academic Affairs at St. Martin's College in Washington. 
Karen Libman, ass istant professor of Communications, 
p resented a paper, titled "What's in a Name? The O rigins 
and Implications of the Terms Creative Dramatics and 
Creative Drama in the U.S., 1950s Through the Present," at 
the International Drama in Education Research Institute at 
Ohio State University . 
Diane Murray, senio r librarian, was recently reappointed 
by Rob inson Townshi p to a three-yea r term on the Loutit 
District Library Board in Grand Have n. 
In the News 
O n June 26, Erika King, professor and chair of Politica l 
Science, was intervi wed by WOOD Radio abou t the 2000 
presidential election; on July 15, King was interviewed by 
the Grand Rapids Press about the impact of the re ligious 
backgrounds of the two presidential candidates; o n July 24, 
she was interviewed by WGVU Radio about poss ible GOP 
vice presidential choices; on July 25 , she was inte rviewed 
by WOOD Radio about Bush's selection of Dick Cheney as 
the Republican vice presidential nominee; on Jul y 30, she 
was interviewed by FOX 17 News about the GOP conven-
tion; on August 2 and August 4, she was a guest on the 
WGVU Morning Show to discuss the GOP conventio n; and 
on August 8, King was inte rviewed by WOOD Rad io about 
Gore 's selection of Joe Lieberman as the Democratic vice 
presidential nominee. 
